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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
           Media contact: Amy Bannon, 202-789-1940
VIRGINIA-BASED BARBEQUE FRANCHISE EXHIBITING AT D.C. EXPO
Virginia Franchise Locations: Ashland, Chancellorsville, Fredericksburg, Ladysmith, Lakeside, Manassas and Smith Mountain Lake.  Tappahannock to open by May 1.  

(FREDERICKSBURG, Va.) – Virginia Barbeque will exhibit at the Sixteenth Annual International Franchise Expo at the Washington D.C. Convention Center, March 30 – April 1, announced the chain’s founder and CEO, Richard Ivey.
The buyer’s bazaar for small businesses drew visitors from 82 different countries last year and is one of the five largest trade shows to exhibit at the national convention center.  More than 300 brands are scheduled to exhibit, and Virginia Barbeque will be exhibiting at booth #128.  

The quick-service barbeque restaurant serves authentic southern barbeque with a focus on speed and value.  “Our barbeque is all done off-site in a federally inspected smokehouse and delivered fresh to the restaurants so customers always get the same high level of quality without the wait,” explained Ivey, a Certified Executive Chef with more than 25 years of experience in the restaurant industry.  
The off-site smokehouse has advantages for potential franchise buyers, too.  Ivey explained that by smoking the pork at a remote location, “franchisees don’t have to hire skilled pit masters, pay for high-dollar cooking equipment or expensive kitchen space.”  Incorporating such design efficiencies is part of the reason why the average start-up costs for a Virginia Barbeque restaurant is roughly half that of its leading competitors.  
The barbeque restaurant chain participates in VetFran and MinorityFran, programs run by the International Franchise Association designed to expand franchised small business opportunities.  Virginia Barbeque has sold two restaurants through the VetFran program, one located in Fredericksburg, Va., and the other will open in Newport News, Va.     
###

Editor’s Note:

Additional awards and restaurant reviews for Virginia Barbeque to localize story:

“The Region’s Best Barbeque” - Richmond Magazine 2005

"Freddie Award" & "Best Barbeque" - Fredericksburg Guide Book, 2004 and 2005

"Simply the best Barbeque in the Region" - Free Lance-Star, 2004
"Ribs with a side of Ambition" - Washington Post, June 2004

"The Best Potato Salad Ever Eaten" - Richmond Times Dispatch, Dec. 2000






